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.DL.R .Jlssociates

June 29, 2013

Honorable William M. Skretny
Chief United States District Judge for the Western District of New York
2 Niagara Square
Buffalo, New York 14202

United States Attorney's Office
Attn: Sharon Knope
138 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 14202.
(716) 843-5828

Re: Tonawanda Coke

Dear Justice Skretny:

My name is Diane L. Reboy. I am a New York State Registered Nurse with a Master of
Science degree in Health Services Administration after obtaining my nursing degree at
D'Youville College. I have been practicing as a professional registered nurse for over 35
years. I also maintain active registered nurse licensure in California and New Jersey.
My professional credentials include: certified nurse life care planner (CNlCP),
certifications as a legal nurse consultant (LNCC) and forensic nurse (CFN). I maintain
active memberships in the American Association of Nurse Life Care Planners, American
Association of Legal Nurse Consultants and American College of Forensic Examiners
International as well as being a member of the Board of Forensic Nursing. I currently am
an associate member of the Bar Association of Erie County. I have also authored a
chapter on trial preparation and trials in the third edition of the American Association
Legal Nurse Consultant's Principles and Practices.

I have been involved in writing appeals for a medical center, when the patient's inpatient
care has been denied. Over the last two years, I have seen the denials from both the
g~vernment and commercial insurances increase. Usually the commercial insurances
Will follow the eMS payment standards as indicated in the United States Code 42.

As ~ c~rtified nurse life.c~re planner, I have prepared life care plans and medical cost
projections for b~th plaintiff and defense attorneys on catastrophic illnesses and injuries.
Alth?ugh the resJden~svoted recently for sev~ral projects to be used from any fines that
you Impose, I would like to see some of the fine money set aside for those who may not
be a~are they have ~ relate~ medic~1 problem now, but may be diagnosed in the future.
I believe that the resIdents did not thInk about the effects in relationship to the
~fforda~le Health Care Act and that the insurances may not pay for med' It t t
since thiS was a toxic event. rea rea men

I bas~ this on being a Kenmore-Tonawanda resident for close to 60 e .
been Involved with investigative processes of an outbreak of nonHodY k~rsaLndhaVIng

. 9 ms ymphoma
214 McKinley Avenue
Kenmore, New York )4217-2438 d)rassoc\a~es@gmai).com

716-572-57081 716-874-92 J 4
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in the 1980's at a Ridge Lea complex where I worked as a visiting nurse. I worked with
both the employer and union on educating them on the medical aspects of the alleged
toxic contamination. This also led me to meet Lois Gibbons, the spokesperson with
Love Canal.

Too often people see the reported $220 million in fines as a way to better their
community but sometimes they do not see the full picture that I see as a result of doing
life care plans. Thus the money is allocated to projects that have no connection to the
real issue at hand; toxic chemicals causing cancer and death. My mother had been a
resident of Kenmore-Tonawanda all her life and her cause of death was nonsmall cell
lung cancer. Unfortunately, she passed away before the benzene issue was brought to
light.

I am writing this impact letter as a patient advocate. In our state practice act, we are
termed patient advocates and our job is to do the best for our patients.

I hope that my insight into applying some of the funding for those who may not have
insurance coverage and for those who may not currently be diagnosed with cancer; but
could be diagnosed in the future, similar to the mesothelioma funding from asbestosis.

Thank you for allowing this privilege of addressing the court on this important issue.

Respectfully yours,

Diane L. Reboy, MS, RN, CFN, LNCC, DABFN, FABFEI, CNLCP
Fellow of American College Forensic Examiners International
Diplomate of American Board of Forensic Nursing
Certified Nurse Life Care Planner
Legal Nurse Consultant Certified
Certified Forensic Nurse Consultant
Certified LexisNexis CaseMap Suite Legal Nurse Consultant

705-2 E. Bidwell St. #311
Co 95630-3315

Lncdiane@yahoo.com
716-572-5708
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From: branka sciuk [mailto:brankaps@
Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2013 4:45 PM 
To: Knope, Sharon (USANYW) 
Cc: mcooke@grand-island.ny.us; jackiejamescreedon@gmail.com 
Subject: TONAWANDA COKE 
 
My family has lived directly across the Niagara River from Tonawanda Coke since 1958. 
  
What have we seen and smelled over the years...Billowing smoke, that at times I know reaches 
this side of Grand Island, 
and great flames especially when it get dark, and occational odors. The emissions that my family 
has seeen have been 
extremely high and very visible. 
  
How has it affected us?  
  
Constant film over windows and house. Windows have to be washed too often. 
Can no longer have picnic table or sitting chairs facing the river.  Just too much film . 
Concrete in front patio is discolored. 
Breezeway finish is being removed with film and have called Tonawanda Coke and they have 
denied all. 
Trees have died.  Pansies and other similar flowers cannot survive. 
Tonawanda Coke keep blaming the above on the weather. 
Isn't interesting that from Love to Broadway on East River, no one has a picnic table in front of 
their home or 
sits out doors facing the river and enjoying what we all have. 
  
Now I have a brain tumor, need I say more. 
  
Tonawanda Coke has been an accident waiting to happen, they did not due their job to protect 
the environment. 
  
  
Contact:  Branka P. Sciuk, 1162 East River Rd, Grand Island, NY 716 3607  
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